
Now 1 hey reTrying to Make a Fine Lady Out of Gay Broadway
,.With Soul Unchanged "by All the Years, to Be Hedged In by Conventions Will r - -

i

Be Something New, Indeed Critics Planning Transformation flave
. ' . . IKS?' '

Scant Consideration for Charms of Irregularity and Local
:i

OW tha Broadway Association
rants to make' a lady out of- Broadway I .

Whatever else Broadway1 has been,-an-

sho has been and Is a cosmos.
of delightful things, she never was a

. lady.
' In the days when Benjamin Fran Win

occasionally week ended in Ne.w York,
v Broadway made somo pretensions to

be a residential street, but she couldn't
' keep theso up. The "best" 'people

Major Henry G. Opdycke, head
of the Broadway Association.

then, If "by an error of social Judgment'
they had built near Chambers street
were not long in learning- - that it jtva
In the quieter side streets, in Qreat;
Jones, Bond and Bleecker, tha,t, the,
arlatocracy of the period flowered,.
Consequently the residences on Broad"
way were not slow In falling lnt'o
the boarding house ncale. -- Quite ea'rlj.
in us career u yieiaea 10 tno Claims,
of business. '' ?,

Kor long, however, the street pre
eerrcd the distinction of being' par-
ade Btreet. (Before and after' tha lti,
war period great procession! marched'
up and down its rough pavement
Confederate prisoners on their wair;
to detention camps, with' eye ilower'ed
and slouch hats drawn down.-- , over'
faces, walked slowly and without Call?'
ing out a Jeer past the-- brother, pt;
the-- North who still preserved",, .for5
these unhappy ones some brotherly
feeling. In the history of Broadway
New York's various early civic enter;
ta'Imncnts found their fitting .setting- -

t
IlaplU Jranstt 100 Tears AgQ..",

v( v

Ah early as these events run back
tho powocful street labored under
transportation disadvantages,', cvenras
it does In the first decade of- -

the nineteenth century a atage ran to
Greenwich Village, nine years latr
a stage lino was In operation between
Bowling Green and Bloomlngdale and
a little later Kip and Bond were run-
ning "Lady Washington," "Lady
Clinton." "De Witt Clinton" and other
omnibuses named from t''-brat- per-
sons to Bleecker street and charging
each passenger a shilling (12 cents)
or the ride. In 1850 a car line was

proposed, but It took Jacob Sharp
years of persistent bribery to lay the
tracks. On June 20, 1886. "Jake" and
"The Forty Thieves." as the Alder-
men friendly to him were called, got
on the. first car to run on Broadway
and rode to Fifty-sevent- h street.

Poor Broadway, meanwhile had suf-
fered In the estem of fickle New York-
ers, who easily deserted It for the East
Side streets improved by Commodom

andepalit a enterprise. During tho
long wait betwixt anticipation of rapid
transit and its realization, it endured
more than any street should be com-
pelled to endure. It has been torn, up
for one thing or another from 1890 io
the present time. In that earlier year
It was dug up to Insert the cable and
remained in a state of chaos until
1S03, tho cablo failing, there was a
temporary return to horse cars, but
Broadway had scarce time to breathe
before it was again all holes and hills.
in order to Instal tho electric system.
The first electric car passpd along the
thrice unhappy street on May 26, 1301.

A Bns the Broadway Tanlu!
What unfeeling pen would rehearse

the horrible tale of what the subways
did to Eroadway? It has recovered so
recently that to advert to its long con-
tinued disheveled state could not be
lets than unkind.

The association demands that the
"tanks" that move up and down the,
thoroughfare be sold splggoty,
banana republic and the rail te used
for .barbed wire. Busses, the members
fay are the answer. Any one going
further can use the subway.

In the matter of uniform lighting

"Gosh, ain't them buildings
C taV

tho association Is equally firm in ita
appeal fjSV'roforrm Away back in 1769
an. ordinance was' passed by tho city
dfllclals 'that every eleventh house-
holder' should hang outside his gate a
lantern with a lighted candio In It, so
that tli'o .wayfarer by night should not
loso his way in tho fastnegs.es of Rcado
street or the purlieus of Bleecker
street. Never tlnco that historic time,
It IsVatd, has there been a concerted
plan to llrfht 'the 'great street, but
ov'ery 'section of It has had Its own
way,' 'revert 'lo tho simple scheme
of tha pearly eighteenth century is
Scarce practicable 'for Broadway has
virtually- - no resident down town. The
association does not propose & reversal
to ancienb conditions, but argue that
a' centratid and single system, slm-lia-r

to that now .In .use on Fifth
adopted immediately.

Except fof tho light it receives from
private enterprise, it is said, Broadway
would be in virtual darkness for long
stfrtctrtflV-O- .

. Briefly,-thes- e are the main reforms
to U.asKM.

.'.;. BwnsTray's Bad Teeth.
' !' A've gSpiirteenth street as far a

et in oia way jus
fcadtMhviu?iil,''recdln: trurhi. Tall.
pnnt'AiuiM)ni';:'V)l: tangs here ' and
;ihrtir fflicgure Iparttof Broadway
SVlttAV J.WA-'- .l Uli.U h. fi..1..
Snags (6';b")dlng's, left untouched by
.tnehan&car; improvement, snarllngty
,cortfr,britflntyln'oar'n fronts and make

Lay and
willing to

lrse .ihcom.ei'ratticlff-tha- be bothered
fireVjC isi&tfpfyahif'or" this fell
tfltreuse.-

I'njthasetlo'rUpfY the'-tre- et which
,'ohce WMMhi. eatr'Jeal promenade,
fmXjnty,lrd' street to

ttila evil .is, mostjnanl-ist.,lct.apeaj-- 8

to hive eaten its
west sldeof ths street;

lft'ono.tjjdcTeJflU'atntiro-- ' series of two
o?14unahigt 'piarks its retarding

Great American. Mule
T would, appear that the mule Is

I distinctively an American prod-

uct... There are, of course, mules
abroatl, hut ihey are not real mules In
our sense. ''The companionship of the
negro and'the climate of the Southern
States." i&ys an authority on this sub-
ject, "to ssy nothing of the Southern
portion of Ihe Central States, are

the mule to his full
development."

Missouri is the greatest mule
8tat of the'Unlon. More and finer
animals' are In his section of
the country than anywhere else on
earth, and JJast St. Louis is the great-
est mule market of the world.

Nexf tanks Tennessee, but it does
not. turnout two-thir- of the mim-ber"-

ruules, afforded by Missouri.

tAo 3Intn Classes.
Roughly speaking, mules are di-

vided into two classes, the cotton-an- d

the sugar mule. The latter Is the bet-
ter grade, tho huge, well built animals
which are,' used on the sugar planta-
tions of the far South, whllo the cotton
mules are smaller and inoro adapted
for use in tho cotton fields.

In tha agricultural districts of the
South, outside tho cotton and sugar
districts, the 'sugar mulo Is uaed.

Mulrs have also figured In
our wars, but the American mule
abroad has not becrt so successfully
'niploycd, for the reason, It has been
said by ope. onirer, that his darky
driver wai not hired along with him.
During tho present European war,
however, considerable use has been
iimue or me American mule,

A Confederate veteran used to tellhow he Mswhls caal,-- mount Ini the

course. With the destruction of thi
hotels. Fifth Avenue, Hoffman, Albe-
marle, at. James, and the moving
away, of Dclmonlco'e from tho neigh-
borhood, the blocks between Twenty-nft- h

street and Thirtieth street com-
pletely changed their character, in
the middle '80s these were tenanted b
hops that the whole country know

by name. Madame went thero for her
shoes, her eyeglasses, her photograph,
et al; she goes there no longer, or it
he doe go it Is to wonder where her

favorite shop has gone. The swagger
how shop is replaced by a shoe polish-

ing emporium or a quick lunch coun-
ter; the favorite caterer and skilful

I optician have long since deserted the
diock ana gone io nrm avenue.
Daly's, once the resort of fashionable
audiences, stands a barrack, boardea
up, and behind It, with the dim letter-
ing still decipherable. "Weber and
Fields" reveals through countless win-
dows, let Into a once dead wall, rs

and corstt maker.
Between Fourteenth and Twenty-thir- d

streets, formerly a retail dry
goods district, changes are marked, but
the fall is not so complete, for whole-
sale houses came up from the old tex-
tile district down town to All these
quarter. Yet here Uo the changes
are complete to discourage any
returning ghost.

Same Old Union
Union Squarel It Is the same,old

hodge podge as of yore.. Mm.. Lynch
has departed and so has Tiffany, but
not to the same locality. But here is
the dealer In ancient painting with
the very same view of Venice that he
showed In his narrow window In 18SS.
We do Indeod miss tho violin man who
held forth up stairs near Venice, hut
on the corner Splngler's cafe and ho-
tel still traffics. Fourteenth street it-
self should long since have been sent
to Belgium for the war sufferer along
with our other rag, and in the bag
should go certain antiquated hostel- -

.

On the upper reaches of the street.

fighting around Chattanooga. Later
ho a mule for a mount and a
the mule got Its baptism of flro in
tho fighting at Chickamauga.

Now it waa a peaceful mule and
nothing louder than the sounds of the
farm had ever assailed Its cars until
that day at Chickamauga.

Tbe Mule netreats.
The company was ordered to charge

through a wood. There had been a
good deal of firing all morning, but the
mule, beyond pricking up Its ears,
paid no attention to It. However,
when tho company got Into the woods
tho firing wan closer and tlv mule did
not appear to reliBh It at all. Then
some shells began dropping about tho
company. Whereat the mulo wheeled
and started for tho rear.

Tho narrator never forgot that. Uo
could not turn the mule's head toward
the" front and he could not stop it. He
did, make it pauto once or twice, and
all'the tlmo tho bullets and shells were
dropping, and every one was yelling
with laughter as the company passed
tho man and tho mule. Tho rider
Jerked a branch from a young treo and
beat ths mule, but that had no effoct
on it.

The mule started galloping In the
opposite direction and Its rider could
not stop under half a mile. Then tho
stop was only momentary, for the mule
merely paused long enough to pitch its
rider over ita head. Then the muln
went on Its way. He never saw her
again. Smarting with humiliation, ho
made hit way back through tho woods
and finally rejoined hln company.

One of the most stirring stories told of
In the army by old timers is that per-
taining to Sergeant Hanley and an aermy mule. On that fateful day inan when the brave Custer and his
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rlcs. On the east side of the square
one still sees the Union Square Hotel.

where once was a favorite real
dential quarter of the old street, later
New York's Rialto, for all her thea
tree lay below Fourteenth street the
city has seen a regeneration that
speaks well for any plans the,atsocl&
tion may have of restoring other som
nolent sections of Broadway. Some
years ago, but not so, many, middle
Broadway, onco the home of the tax
tiles and millinery trade, showed
signs of the dreaded decay. Tenants
moved away in droves and entire
blocks once busy as Balclutha lay In
repose. The wholesale desertion waa
accounted for. by the p&nurlouaness
of owners who .refused, to' replace old
floor, open space to air and aunllchv
Install new conveniences, electricity,
elevators, tc,

Vlnoent Astor Leads Way.
Vincent Astor was the first landlord

to react to the signs of the times. He
gave some of his properties new
fronts, gutted the interiors, fitted them
up with modern appliances and soon
nad the satisfaction of filling the va
cated buildings with responsible ten
ants. His example was followed by
other landlords until now the trades
are back again In the very section
whence they had fled and pleated. It
is eaia, to return because here they
found tho best conditions of traffic and
the most convenient shipping facili-
ties.

Critics of Broadway allow too little
for the charm of Irregularity and hl- -
torical associations, for odd bits andqueer views coming unexpectedly
round the cornnr to meet one. for
everything In fact that has the charm
or natural growth. There are many
buildings In that section of Broadway
between Bond street and Canal which
boast no elevator service and however
airncuit tney are to live with attrset
the liking of persons who prefer Irregu
lar sicy lines, iuecnanleaj regularity
In a city kills the picturesque. Broad
way, no doubt, will under the vigorous
propulsion of Major Henry O. Opdycke
and his associates make herself
cleaner and stralghter and she may
make herelf beautiful with paint and
varnish, but she can afford not to be
beautiful much better than she can
afford to be. She will do the latterat the expense of local color.

But local color, some one objects,
does not pertain to a groat cotmo?
politan artery. Why not? The quest
or local color and cosmopolitanism
is not at all i contradictory. The
truest cosmopolitanism goes with
the intensest local color, for other-
wise you contribute nothing to
the human treasury and make
mankind one vast monotony. Har-monlo-

diversity la tho true cosmo-
politan concept, and who will not ap.
plaud the desire of Broadway to range
herself among the best dressed streets
of the world?

Broadway Is Xew York.
Whatever claims, other streets put in

to be called the main artery of Ne
York, these are poor compared to the
rights of Broadway. Take tho great
street away and the others are no
more than a congery of little streets
which might exist anywhere. Broad-
way It New York. She has uecom so
by the same centripetal forco which

ii j&stza

raising

;rearcd

largely

enough

Sqaare,

obtained

in Thrilling Exploits
band were wiped out by the Indians

Missouri mulo came very near be-
ing responsible for the annihilation of
Reno's battalion on the Little Big
Horn, a few miles distant. In fact,
bad It not been for one Hanley. an
Irish sergeant, the mulo would have
succeeded. A medal of honor was con-
ferred upon Hanley for riding that
mule back to the lines. The ttory of
hl heroic dash Is substantially as
follows:

Ilcno'a column, after separating
fiom Custer, was attacked by a tre-
mendous forco of Indians. Tho story
of tho fight that ensued la a familiar
tr,e. Tho chargo that a part of the
gallant white band mado turned the
tldo of defeat, Rlthough a dozen bravo
n.rn were lost.

After the charge acrois tho open
the army of the reds and tho atten-
uated lino of the whites were parallel
and face to face. There wus enough
courage In thr troopers of tho Hev-er.t- h

and of the other outfits along
tho Montana Itlver to make up for tho
ten to ono numbers of the reds, but
tha outlook was bad at bst when an
army mule started out not only to
make it worse but apparently hope-lcr- s.

There was little ammunition with
Ileno'R column nnd most of that was
on the back of thr Missouri mule
chosf-- for the Job of carrying It

of Its unusual hIzo and strength.

Awny flora Ammunition,
Th long cared ammunition bearer

was with the pack train to tho right
and rear of tho .squadron, which was
lying fnclng tho enemy along the edge

the wood. A Sioux bullet went over
tho heads of the skirmishers and with

far reaching trajectory tore an
ounce of flesh from the mule's flank.
Instantly the animal snapped Its

draws village to town and town to
capital. It has acted In her case to
concentrate a city's nature In a cen-
tre and to brand as provincial every-
thing that is beyond that centre.

A street which can renew itself out
of its own pocket is one which has In
Itself the germs of perfect

When this street found her-
self being neglected by those who
should have been her most faithful
friends she bothered not with the task
cf rehabilitating certain sections, but
set to work to repeat her ancient
splendor further up the line. Different
as is upper Broadway, that starts from
Seventy-secon- d street, from the lower,
still upper Broadway reminds the old
timer forcibly of 1890 and 1900. It
shows the same- - succession of lit-

tle brilliant shops, the same gaudy
coloring and the same humanity
that used to be seon In mid- -

town. Almost one might believe
as he threads tho mass of hand
some, high voiced women who
promenade on Broadway between
Seventy-secon- d and 11 Oth streets that
ho was back In the transition period
when New York was getting out of
village small clothes. The sensation
received by walking there of an after- -

tether, broke from right to rear, and,
clearing the obstacles to the frcnt,
niaio straight on a wild gnllop for this
heart of the outlying mass of Indians.

When about within one hundred
yards of the Indians, however, the
mule struck a bit of bunch grusu to
Its liking and began to graze.

On Its back, in tho ammunition
cases, lay that which meant the safety
of Reno's forces. To reach the auliual
any man of the command must cross
an open plain swept by a thousand
rifles. There was a njomcnt pf

among tho olllcers and u
desperate plan for tho recapture of the
mule was under discussion when one of
the soldiers saw fur over to tho right,
Just abovo the grass, the nlowly
moving head of a white man who was
ilowly crawling toward tho mule.

The word was pusscd alont the lino
and volley after volley from the whltos
kept tho attention of tho enemy di-

rected away from the mulo and from
that olltary toldlcr who wns. worm-
ing his way toward It. Discovery
meant capture and death. On he went,
while between shots tho eyes of every
comrade sought him. He was within
twcnty-flv- o yards of tho mule. Then
ho stood straight up, dashed forward,
vaulted to tho- mulo'a back, nnd, dig-
ging deep tho tpurj. ho started tho
animal bar.k on n gallop as wild as
that by which it had fled,

There was n yell from tho reds; a
hundred rifles were emptied at tho
flying beast nnd Its dauntless rider,
Sergcnnt Richard J. Hanley. who waa
astride that, big Missouri mule as It
went through that hailstorm, got never
a wound, although It seemed as If his
chances of escaping unhurt were only
one In a thousand.. The mulo waa
saved, hut, as a trooper put it after-
ward, "it brought 1k as much lead
In its hide as It dldn its pack."

Towers ana
noon Is almost uncanny to an old
timer.

Broadway did not wait for an outside
association to keep her alive, but, like
an epitome of the city, sent her roots
ahead and grew new limbs to extend or
renew her youth when she found the
old ones Inadequate.

Felix Oldboy will remember when
upper Broadway was merely a mass of
verdure; he will remember when the
Dakotah stood great and austere like
an outpost of advancing civilization,
with the Hotel Majeatlc unthought of.
a monument In the midst of shanty
squalor like a pyramid on the edge of
a desert. Felix will recall, too, tni.
walls and gates of Bloomlngdale,

sS J:,

where he stood without and gazed with
a delightful unreasoning shudder at
the exquisite greenery of the asylum
grounds, and after he had grown a
little older he knew and can relive
the sensation of his first drink taken
Ilka a man over tho bar of Kerrigan's.
These will ibe some of his recollec-
tions of upper Broadway, to which he
seldom gives utterance and tjicn only
in congenial society lest the new gen-
eration of Greenwich Village bury him
despite his protest that he lft still alive.

And when he walks this road again
amidst Us busy modern life he cannot
fail to realize that the spirit of Broad-
way whlfh rules herein is not the De-
stroyer but the Redeemer. For the old
street quivers up thero, with llfo sus-
tained unabated and unrelaxed
through thirty years, the same spirit
that ho remembers dominated It below
Forty-secon- d street when he looked
what ho Is Mill (but does not appear
to be) a youth.

Highway's Soul Unchanged.
The soul of Broadway has not

changed In these thirty years. A
smooth puvement. pipe galleries, addi-
tional lights, a different transportation
nysteni, whatever adventitious aids nro
being brought by her friends to renew
her youth and prowess this street will
accept as she has always accepted
good or evil In a spirit of perfect com-
placency. For Broadway Is not old
and never was very young. Through-
out her life she has been sufficient
unto herself; stunted and neglected
here, she will develop there; and unU
flcatlon, which Is an avowed aim of the

steeples.

association formed by her friends to
aid her, has in reality always been her
attribute.

Broadway never was a lady. This
statement, while perfectly true, re-
quires some explanation. A lady Is
hedged In by conventions; she Is not
a natural growth; tho Is trained to
tit and stand Juht so; her volco Is al-
ways keyed low; she wears her gloves
In any weather without discomfort;
when she paints her faco sho does It
with reference to the pearly palctto of
Corot.

Broadway is big and vlaorous: she
laughs out loud when she Is amused,
siy at ono of tho Innumerable musical
comedies she attends; she cannot wear

A Broadway

gloves for long at a time because the-- ,

mako her hands perspire; she read ail
the newspapers and no other litem
ture; her thirst for art is quenched li-

the hop windows; her colors of red
are dashed on with the vert

of Montlcelll. The salute of a Strang
man does not dleoncert, she likes mti
and Is not averse to a trifling fllrtattor
But she is big and vigorous and h"'
pretentions harm no one. If she 1 n
immortal she renews herself. Excep
for some to be expected chance v
toilet Broadway, feminine Broadwa:
as she trips untiringly from tho An
sonla to tho Marseilles, Is the samp
woman who used to trip unUrtngb
from the St. James to Herald Square

beauty spot.


